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UM’S MANSFIELD LIBRARY CELEBRATES MILLIONTH VOLUME 
MISSOULA —
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University of Montana has come a 
long way. Starting with a mere 187 volumes in 1895, the library will celebrate a major 
milestone Tuesday, May 2 -  the acquisition of its millionth volume.
The One Millionth Volume Celebration will be held from 2 to 3 p.m. at the library 
entrance. In case of rain, the ceremony will be held in the Brantly Hall Presidents Room.
‘'Having 1 million volumes is a good yardstick to measure how far the library has 
come,’ said Frank D ’Andraia, dean of library services. “It shows we compete well with our 
peer institutions in surrounding states. In the ’90s, the UM administration and faculty really 
worked together to build the collection of this academic research library.”
Richard Crofts, Montana commissioner of higher education, will give the keynote 
speech. Other speakers will include student body president Jessica Kobos, Regents Professor of 
History Paul Lauren and UM President George Dennison. Nancy Cooper, a visiting assistant 
professor and carillonneur, will play the bells in Main Hall’s tower during the event.
D ’Andraia said the 1 millionth volume is titled “Ecological Stewardship, A Common 
Reference for Ecosystem Management.” This forestry book was purchased through the Irene 




“That this book is available in both print and CD format shows how times are changing 
for libraries,” D’Andraia said. “And our 1,000,001th volume is a video titled ‘Backbone of the 
World, the Blackfeet.’”
D Andraia said that libraries at UM and its affiliated campuses now contain more than 
1.5 million volumes -  a collection that is an invaluable resource for all Montanans. However, 
he said that academic libraries are now judged on both size of their holdings and their ability to 
apply new technology to access a wide variety of scholarly resources worldwide.
Along this vein, the event will highlight UM’s expanding efforts to provide online 
access to 18,000 periodical titles and a service that e-mails people the table of contents of 
journals they have interest in. He said technology is enabling UM to have convenient 24-hour 
access to a broader variety of scholarly services than ever before.
“New services like this definitely should help keep us competitive.” D’Andraia said.
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